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    ABSTRACT
Clarity and accuracy of reporting are fundamental to the scientific process. The understandability of written language can be estimated using readability formulae. Here, in a corpus consisting of 707 452 scientific abstracts published between 1881 and 2015 from 122 influential biomedical journals, we show that the readability of science is steadily decreasing. Further, we demonstrate that this trend is indicative of a growing usage of general scientific jargon. These results are concerning for scientists and for the wider public, as they impact both the reproducibility and accessibility of research findings.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Copyright 
The copyright holder for this preprint is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. It is made available under a CC-BY-NC 4.0 International license.


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    View the discussion thread.


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posted March 28, 2017.  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Email

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about bioRxiv.
NOTE: Your email address is requested solely to identify you as the sender of this article.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 The readability of scientific texts is decreasing over time



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from bioRxiv



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the bioRxiv website.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


		  
		  
  
      
  
  
    

      
      The readability of scientific texts is decreasing over time
    

  
      Pontus Plavén-Sigray, Granville James Matheson, Björn Christian Schiffler, William Hedley Thompson

  
      bioRxiv 119370; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/119370 

  
  
  


  


  
  



	  

	
  
  	
  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  

	
		  
	    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: LinkedIn logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



	  

	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      

      
      The readability of scientific texts is decreasing over time
    

  
      Pontus Plavén-Sigray, Granville James Matheson, Björn Christian Schiffler, William Hedley Thompson

  
      bioRxiv 119370; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/119370 

  
  
  


  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



  
        Subject Area

    
  
  
    	Scientific Communication and Education




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  

  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Subject Areas  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    All Articles  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Animal Behavior and Cognition (5171)

	Biochemistry (11618)

	Bioengineering (8667)

	Bioinformatics (28977)

	Biophysics (14846)

	Cancer Biology (11987)

	Cell Biology (17243)

	Clinical Trials (138)

	Developmental Biology (9349)

	Ecology (14068)

	Epidemiology (2067)

	Evolutionary Biology (18183)

	Genetics (12172)

	Genomics (16683)

	Immunology (11774)

	Microbiology (27785)

	Molecular Biology (11448)

	Neuroscience (60378)

	Paleontology (449)

	Pathology (1855)

	Pharmacology and Toxicology (3205)

	Physiology (4904)

	Plant Biology (10315)

	Scientific Communication and Education (1677)

	Synthetic Biology (2858)

	Systems Biology (7312)

	Zoology (1628)


  


  
  

  







  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
  
    
  
      







  