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    Abstract
The gonads (testes) act as the primary organ where androgenic hormones are made to regulate reproductive behavior in male vertebrates. Yet many endocrinologists have also long suspected that other tissues in the body can autonomously synthesize their own androgens to support behavioral output. We examine this idea here by studying whether avian skeletal muscles that actuate elaborate socio-sexual displays are specialized to maintain the molecular machinery otherwise needed for de novo androgen synthesis. Our results show that the vocal organ, or syrinx (SYR), of two songbirds species does in fact express all transporters and enzymes necessary to create androgenic hormones from scratch. This includes genes that encode proteins to mediate rate-limiting steps of steroidogenesis, which are seldom found outside of the gonads. We also show that expression levels of these genes are far greater in the SYR than non-display muscles, matching expression levels found in another extra-gonadal site of steroidogenesis—the brain. Furthermore, we uncover a nearly identical gene expression signature in a woodpecker neck muscle, the longus colli ventralis (LC). This tissue actuates the bird’s social drum display, which serves the same functions as song. This same study also demonstrates that the elevated expression of steroidogenic genes persists in this neck muscle year-round, suggesting that the LC’s capacity to make androgens is a constitutive trait. Altogether, our findings suggest that muscles involved in sexual display is uniquely specialized to locally make steroid hormones, likely supporting their own role in behavioral production.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Copyright 
The copyright holder for this preprint is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. All rights reserved. No reuse allowed without permission.


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    View the discussion thread.


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posted August 20, 2019.  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Email

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about bioRxiv.
NOTE: Your email address is requested solely to identify you as the sender of this article.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Skeletal muscles that actuate sexual displays are specialized for de novo androgen synthesis



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from bioRxiv



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the bioRxiv website.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


		  
		  
  
      
  
  
    

      
      Skeletal muscles that actuate sexual displays are specialized for de novo androgen synthesis
    

  
      Eric R. Schuppe, Franz Goller, Matthew J. Fuxjager

  
      bioRxiv 740720; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/740720 

  
  
  


  


  
  



	  

	
  
  	
  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  

	
		  
	    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: LinkedIn logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



	  

	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      

      
      Skeletal muscles that actuate sexual displays are specialized for de novo androgen synthesis
    

  
      Eric R. Schuppe, Franz Goller, Matthew J. Fuxjager

  
      bioRxiv 740720; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/740720 

  
  
  


  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



  
        Subject Area

    
  
  
    	Physiology




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  

  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Subject Areas  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    All Articles  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Animal Behavior and Cognition (5176)

	Biochemistry (11641)

	Bioengineering (8679)

	Bioinformatics (29017)

	Biophysics (14863)

	Cancer Biology (11999)

	Cell Biology (17269)

	Clinical Trials (138)

	Developmental Biology (9365)

	Ecology (14084)

	Epidemiology (2067)

	Evolutionary Biology (18204)

	Genetics (12185)

	Genomics (16704)

	Immunology (11792)

	Microbiology (27859)

	Molecular Biology (11481)

	Neuroscience (60491)

	Paleontology (449)

	Pathology (1860)

	Pharmacology and Toxicology (3213)

	Physiology (4916)

	Plant Biology (10342)

	Scientific Communication and Education (1678)

	Synthetic Biology (2867)

	Systems Biology (7317)

	Zoology (1635)


  


  
  

  







  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
  
    
  
      







  