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    Abstract
Stenotrophomonas maltophilia is a Gram-negative bacterium commonly isolated from nosocomial infections. Analysis of the genome of the clinical Stenotrophomonas maltophilia isolate K279a indicates that it encodes a diffusible signal factor (DSF)-dependent cell-cell signaling mechanism that is highly similar to the system previously described in phytopathogens from the genera Xanthomonas and Xylella. Here we demonstrate that in S. maltophilia strain K279a, DSF signaling regulates factors contributing to virulence, biofilm formation and motility of this important opportunistic pathogen.
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