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    Abstract
Ultrafast folding proteins have limited cooperativity and thus are excellent models to resolve, via single-molecule experiments, the fleeting molecular events that proteins undergo during folding. Here we report single-molecule atomic force microscopy (AFM) experiments on gpW, a protein that, in bulk, folds in a few microseconds over a marginal folding barrier (~1 kBT). Applying pulling forces of only 5 pN we maintain gpW in quasi-equilibrium near its mechanical unfolding midpoint, and detect how it interconverts stochastically between the folded and an extended state. This binary pattern indicates that, under an external force, gpW (un)folds over a significant free energy barrier. Using molecular simulations and a theoretical model we rationalize how force induces such barrier in an otherwise downhill free energy surface. Force-induced folding barriers are likely a general occurrence for ultrafast folding biomolecules studied with single molecule force spectroscopy.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Copyright 
The copyright holder for this preprint is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. It is made available under a CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 International license.


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    View the discussion thread.


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posted May 05, 2018.  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Supplementary Material 
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Email

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about bioRxiv.
NOTE: Your email address is requested solely to identify you as the sender of this article.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Reversible two-state folding of the ultrafast protein gpW under mechanical force



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from bioRxiv



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the bioRxiv website.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


		  
		  
  
      
  
  
    

      
      Reversible two-state folding of the ultrafast protein gpW under mechanical force
    

  
      Jörg Schönfelder, David De Sancho, Ronen Berkovich, Robert B. Best, Victor Muñoz, Raul Perez-Jimenez

  
      bioRxiv 314583; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/314583 

  
  
  


  


  
  



	  

	
  
  	
  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  

	
		  
	    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: LinkedIn logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



	  

	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      

      
      Reversible two-state folding of the ultrafast protein gpW under mechanical force
    

  
      Jörg Schönfelder, David De Sancho, Ronen Berkovich, Robert B. Best, Victor Muñoz, Raul Perez-Jimenez

  
      bioRxiv 314583; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/314583 

  
  
  


  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



  
        Subject Area

    
  
  
    	Biophysics




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  

  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Subject Areas  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    All Articles  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Animal Behavior and Cognition (5178)

	Biochemistry (11644)

	Bioengineering (8682)

	Bioinformatics (29020)

	Biophysics (14866)

	Cancer Biology (12000)

	Cell Biology (17269)

	Clinical Trials (138)

	Developmental Biology (9365)

	Ecology (14085)

	Epidemiology (2067)

	Evolutionary Biology (18205)

	Genetics (12185)

	Genomics (16705)

	Immunology (11794)

	Microbiology (27860)

	Molecular Biology (11481)

	Neuroscience (60498)

	Paleontology (449)

	Pathology (1860)

	Pharmacology and Toxicology (3214)

	Physiology (4917)

	Plant Biology (10342)

	Scientific Communication and Education (1678)

	Synthetic Biology (2867)

	Systems Biology (7317)

	Zoology (1635)


  


  
  

  







  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
  
    
  
      







  