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Abstract

Biomedical researchers are moving towards high-throughput screening, as this allows for automatization, better
reproducibility and more and faster results. High-throughput screening experiments encompass drug, drug combination,
genetic perturbagen or a combination of genetic and chemical perturbagen screens. These experiments are conducted
in real-time assays over time or in an endpoint assay. The data analysis consists of data cleaning and structuring, as
well as further data processing and visualisation, which, due to the amount of data, can easily become laborious, time
consuming, and error-prone. Therefore, several tools have been developed to aid researchers in this data analysis, but
they focus on specific experimental set-ups and are unable to process data of several time points and genetic-chemical
perturbagen screens together. To meet these needs, we developed HTSplotter, available as web tool and Python
module, that performs automatic data analysis and visualisation of either endpoint or real-time assays from different
high-throughput screening experiments: drug, drug combination, genetic perturbagen and genetic-chemical perturbagen
screens. HTSplotter implements an algorithm based on conditional statements in order to identify experiment type
and controls. After appropriate data normalization, HT Splotter executes downstream analyses such as dose-response
relationship and drug synergism by the Bliss independence method. All results are exported as a text file and plots
are saved in a PDF file. The main advantage of HTSplotter over other available tools is the automatic analysis of
genetic-chemical perturbagen screens and real-time assays where results are plotted over time. In conclusion, HTSplotter
allows for the automatic end-to-end data processing, analysis and visualisation of various high-throughput in vitro cell
culture screens, offering major improvements in terms of versatility, convenience and time over existing tools.

Author summary

Academic researchers are moving towards high-throughput screenings, where the experiments execution follows an
automatic approach, such as robotic seeding, liquid dispensing and/or automatics readouts. This grants more flexible
and reproducible experimental set ups. The type of high-throughput experiment can vary from drug, drug combination,
genetic perturbagen to genetic-chemical perturbagen screens. These can be assessed through endpoint assays, measuring
the effect at one time point, or real-time assays, assessing the phenotypic effect over time. High-throughput screening
results in large amounts of data, requiring laborious, time consuming and error-prone data handling and analysis. These
challenges hamper the biological interpretation of data and the fast progress in drug development programs. Hence, we
developed HTSplotter, a web tool and Python module, to allow researchers to conduct a fast and flexible end-to-end
data processing, analysis and visualisation of different high-throughput experiments, assessed either by endpoint or
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real-time assays, relieving the high-throughput analysis bottleneck. In this way, HTSplotter, directly contributes to a
faster identification of drugs and drug combinations, with potential practical applications, or novel targets for therapies.

Introduction

Diseases such as cancer, bacterial and viral infections, metabolic disorders, and neurodegenerative diseases need more
effective drugs and new therapeutic approaches|1-4]. Therefore, biomedical researchers are focusing on identifying new
druggable targets and combination treatments. In parallel, this presses researchers to pursuit reproducible, effective and
efficient experiments leading to more and faster results. In order to address these needs, researchers are implementing
experiment automatization, such as robotic cell seeding and liquid dispensing, and/or automatic readouts [2H5]. Whilst
academic research is moving towards this new experimental paradigm of high-throughput screening (HTS), industrial
settings already deal with 10° screenings per day [6].

HTS aids researchers to perform experiments in one or more cell lines with a large number of drugs, alone or
in combination, and genetic perturbagen screens, such as RNAi and CRISPR screens [6-8]. Additionally, a genetic
perturbagen (gene knockdown or overexpression) can be combined with a drug as to evaluate the response in a specific
disease context, leading to the identification of certain genes that offer resistance to a set of drugs, or as to identify
candidate genes that might work synergistically with drugs [9, [10]. The assessment of drug, drug combination and
genetic perturbagen screens can be conducted in endpoint or real-time assays. The latter monitors cell proliferation
at regular time intervals over days or weeks (e.g. using Incucyte or CytoSPAR machines), while the endpoint assay
allows for the assessment of cell viability at single time points [6} [L1]. Although both assessments can be applied to
medium/high-throughput screens, the endpoint assay is the standard option for large HTS scale [6]. Regardless of the
assay, the cornerstone is to measure the impact of the perturbagen on the cellular response in a specific disease context.
Before proceeding to the biological interpretation of the results, the raw data must be processed and analysed. However,
the large number of conditions and/or time points generated, by either endpoint or real-time assays, may result in a
laborious, time consuming and error-prone data processing and analysis, which may delay and hinder drug development
programs [12, [13].

At the very minimum, downstream processing of HTS consists of comparing control and treatment conditions.
However, this might not be sufficient to achieve biological interpretation of the data. When a drug is tested in a dosage
range, the dose-response relationship is commonly evaluated at a specific time point. Amongst several models used
model to fit the dose-response curve, the most common is the four-parameter logistic. It allows the determination of the
maximal effect at the highest dose tested (Emax), the dosage at which half of the total efficacy is observed (EC50) and
the dosage that provokes 50% of inhibition (IC50). The EC50 and IC50 values can differ, since the EC50 is the inflection
point of the dose-response curve and the IC50 is the concentration at which half of the response is achieved. The area
under the curve (AUC) is an additional metric used to evaluate the drug's potency, where potency and AUC are inversely
proportional [14H16)].

When combining different drugs, one typically aims to quantify the degree of synergism/antagonism. Highest single
agent (HSA), Loewe additivity, Zero interaction potency (ZIP) and Bliss independence (BI) are commonly used models
that assume a non-interaction between drugs and compare the observed and expected combination responses [12, [17].
These are, however, based on different assumptions. The Loewe model compares the dose-response relationship of
individual drugs. HSA compares the effect of drugs in combination to the highest inhibition effect of a single drug, while
the Bl model compares the combination effect to the expected effect of independent drugs. Lastly, the ZIP model assumes
that two non-interacting drugs are expected to incur minimal changes in their dose-response curves upon combination [12,
17H19]. Based on the requirements for each approach, we characterized the Loewe and ZIP as dose-effect models and the
HSA and Bl as effect-based models [18} |19]. Dose-effect based models work if monotherapy dose-response curves are well
characterized, which, depending on the response of a cell line to a drug dose range treatment, might not be achievable [19,
20]. As for the effect-based models, knowledge of the inhibition effect of its individual components is necessary to predict
the combined effect. Hence, effect-based models can be applied in case of combinations of genetic-chemical perturbagens
[9]. Additionally, the HSA method is less conservative, given that it focuses on the response of a single compound,
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disregarding effects of competing compounds, thus increasing the likelihood of detecting false synergism/antagonism.

In order to allow researchers to get the most out of HTS, specific software has been developed to enable high-throughput
data analysis, such as BREEZE for drug screens, CellHTS2 for siRNA, and SynergyFinder for drug combinations |12,
21}, 22]. Depending on the type of experiment, one must organize the data as to fulfil the tool required input structure.
Since these tools are designed for endpoint assays, data resulting from real-time assays implies repetitive work from
the user.Moreover, these tools are not suited to analyse combinations of chemical and genetic perturbagens, requiring
researcher to conduct own data analysis manually. To the best of our knowledge, there is currently no software with
the ability of implementing automatic end-to-end analyses irrespective of HTS experiment and irrespective of assay
type, endpoint or real-time. To address these limitations, we developed HTSplotter as a freely available web tool and
Python module. HTSplotter is tailored to analyse drug, drug combination, genetic perturbagen and combinations of
genetic-chemical perturbagen screens, either in real-time or as endpoint. HTSplotter identifies the type of experimental
setup through a conditional statement algorithm. It performs a normalization and, in case of a drug screen, drug
combination or genetic-chemical perturbagen experiment, identifies the dose-response relationship for each drug alone.
Additionally, synergism/antagonism of drug or genetic-chemical combination screens is determined through the Bl method.
Finally, results are plotted and exported as PDF files, allowing a fast biological interpretation of the data.

Design and implementation

HTSplotter: an end-to-end tool for HTS

HTSplotter is written in Python 3.9 using SciPy, h5py, NumPy, Matplotlib, math, os and sys libraries. It automatically
identifies four experiment types: drug, drug combination, genetic perturbagen and genetic-chemical perturbagen screens.
A genetic perturbagen screen can be a simple knockdown or overexpression of a gene, a CRISPR/Cas9 screen or a
siRNA library, while the genetic-chemical perturbagen screen consist of a genetic perturbagen in combination with a drug.
These can be conducted either in endpoint or real-time assays. The evaluation of each experiment type consists of a
normalization relative to the control. Additionally, in case of drug, drug combination and genetic-chemical perturbagen
screens, the dose-response relationship is calculated for each drug. For drug combination and genetic-chemical perturbagen
screens, the Bl method is applied to identify synergism/antagonism on multiple drug combinations.Combinations can
be arranged in a matrix TTY_,n;, where N is the number of drugs, n; is the number of concentrations of drug i and
n; > 1.For all experiment types, HTSplotter has no limits regarding the number of cell lines tested on each experiment.
Fig [I] summarizes the analyses and visualisations provided by HTSplotter.

HTSplotter: from input file to analysis

HTSplotter utilizes text files directly exported from real-time devices, such as Incucyte and xCELLigence, as inputs,
where comment lines above the data to be processed are allowed. “Date Time" and “Elapsed” strings must be present at
the first and second data columns respectively, so that the software detects the data headers row (Fig , holding the
description of the experimental conditions. These columns have date and time points corresponding to each measurement,
respectively, e.g. apoptosis, confluency or impedance. In case of more than one time point, called in this paper as time
point intervals, the measurements correspond to time increments from the start of the experiment e.g. 2h, 12h, etc.
The information regarding each experimental condition should contain drug name, gene knockdown or overexpression,
concentration, units, cell line name and seeding density in one column separated by commas, thus “." should be used as
decimal separator. More detailed information regarding data and header structure are available at the HTSplotter website
(https://htsplotter.cmgg.be/).
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Example file layout
MK-1775_GeneON 4|5.7 nM,MCF7 1|0K/we||

| [
Experiment conditions Standard deviation HTSplotter ignores this information

| I v v
Experiment conditions Cell line Seeding density
|
| I — — » Condition ON

— — % Compound

e

Date Time | Elapsed —» Headers

MK-1775_GeneOff 45.7 nM,MCF7 10K/well
| B — |

Data |

v v
Cell line Seeding density
— — % Condition OFF
— — % Compound

\ o~ 7

MK-1775 45.7 nM,MCF7 10K/well DMSO_Drug 0.34 %,MCF7_Control 10K/well
[ ' [ [
[ rr vy v . v
| Lo Cell lineSeeding density | Cell line + “_Control”
| | — — % Units |
- — i — — P Control | [
| P Concentration Data

— — pDrug - = D Control
I

L - — Data

Fig 2. An example input file structure, experimental condition and data structure. A: Example of an Input file structure
with a detailed view on the experiment condition description. Header and data consist of four sub-groups: “Date Time",
“Elapsed”, “Experiment”. On the left is the description of the MK-1775 drug at a dosage of 45.7 nM on the MCF-7 cell line
with 10k cell seeding per well and on the right the control condition, DMSO at 0.34% on the MCF-7 cell line with 10K seeding
per well. B: Example of an experimental condition description for a genetic-chemical perturbagen. C: Data storage structure in
the HDF5 file. A branch is created when cell line, seeding, condition and drug are grouped in the same experimental set-up

HTSplotter implements an algorithm based on conditional statements that extracts information about the number of
cell lines, seeding density, conditions, drugs and concentrations tested. In this way, information about similar experiments
in a cell line with the same seeding density and conditions for multiple tested drugs, are grouped creating a branch. The
conditions can also be gene knockdown or overexpression. The experiment is then categorized as drug, drug combination,
genetic perturbagen or genetic-chemical perturbagen screen according to the number of branches, number of identified
controls and number of concentrations tested per drug. Categorization is a crucial step for HTSplotter, as it leads to a
proper evaluation of the perturbagen of each condition and to the implementation of downstream analyses required for
each experiment type, therefore requiring user confirmation about predicted categorization and identified control(s). In
case of incorrect categorization, an error file with information regarding data headers and possible missing information is
created. Otherwise, the experiment information is stored in a hierarchical data format file (HDF5), the structure of which
is determined by the type of experiment.

Subsequently, HTSplotter normalizes the data to the proper control(s). The resulting phenotypic measurement (e.g.
confluency or apoptosis) can be inhibition or enhancement, this option being given to the user before the analysis. If the
standard deviation is present in the input file, the tool rescales it. In case of repetitive conditions, being these technical
or biological replicates in the same file or in independent files, HTSplotter computes averages, standard deviations
and 95% confidence intervals. For genetic perturbagen screens with more than one control, HTSplotter calculates
averages, standard deviations and 95% confidence intervals of all controls as to have a unique control, and only then the
normalization takes place. The HDF5 file includes all information from the independent experiments.
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Upon a minimum of two concentrations in a drug, drug combination or genetic-chemical perturbagen screen, a
dose-response curve of each tested drug is calculated. Additionally, in the case of a drug combination or genetic-chemical
perturbagen screen, the Bl method is applied to determine synergism/antagonism. First, HTSplotter determines the
predicted combination effect by the Bl method [23], Eq , where Py, g, is the predicted inhibition effect produced by
the combination of drug A and B, at doses 9 and §, being Ay, Bs the inhibition effect of drugs A, B at doses 0, 9,
respectively.Next, the Bl score is determined by the difference between O 4,p;, observed combination inhibition effect,
and Py, B,, Eq .If Bl score is higher than zero, the combination is synergistic, if below zero then it is antagonistic.
Following these analyses, data is exported as text and results are plotted in a PDF file.

Pa,Bs = (Ao + Bs) — (A Bs), (1)

BIscore - (OAaBg) - PA@B(;v (2)

HTSplotter: visualisation

HTSplotter allows the analyses of endpoint and real-time assays, regardless of the experiment type. If the input file
contains more than one time point, additional plots with time features are provided, as well as plots at preselected time
points (e.g. 24h, 48h, etc.). A feature of HTSplotter is the XY-plot, where the read-out (e.g. confluency or apoptosis)
and either inhibition or enhancement effects (Y) are plotted over time (X) leading to better biological interpretations of
the chemical or genetic perturbation effect. Upon drug or genetic-chemical combinations, the predicted combination effect
is plotted together with the observed combined and single effect. In this way, XY-plots and bar-plots allow a detailed
observation of the Bl synergism/antagonism scores. Another unique feature of HTSplotter is the visualisation of Bl scores
over time in a heatmap, allowingto identify the onset of synergism/antagonism. In case of drug combinations, when the
number of concentrations is higher or equal to two, 2D and 3D heatmaps are shown for main time points. Whilst in the
case of a single concentration, only a 2D heatmap is shown. For all HTS drugging experiments, dose-response curves are
displayed for main time points, regardless of the experiment type.

Results

Applying HTSplotter on a continuous assessment of in vitro cell based drug combinations:
a case study

Drug combinations require multiple conditions, however, when monitored over time, the number of data points rapidly
increases. Consequently, increasing the number of required computations. HTSplotter organizes the data according to
experimental set-up to easily implement further data processing, analysis and visualisation. Data processing consists of a
normalization of all conditions to the proper control. Analyses include the determination of the dose-response relationship

(Fig [3) and synergism/antagonism (Figs [4} [B)).

To illustrate the advantage of HTSplotter on drug combination evaluation assessed in real-time, we applied our
tool to an in-house assessment of the human breast cancer cell line MCF-7 in response to single and combination
exposure to three inhibitors targeting WEEL, CHK1 and ATR (MK-1775, prexasertib and BAY1895344, respectively). The
combination of these inhibitors has been shown to be synergistic in different cancer entities, such as breast cancer[24-26].
The drug combination experiment consisted of 136 conditions and 37 time points, resulting in 5032 data points. The
data used in HTSplotter was directly exported from Incucyte S3.
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BAY1895334 [0.16 nM ; 166.79nM]  prexasertib [1.4 nM ; 16.0 nM | MK-1775[45.7 nM ; 33333.3 nM ]

Fig 3. Dose-response curve provided by HTSplotter for BAY1895334, prexasertib and MK-1775 at 72h. A:
Dose-response curve of BAY1895334, in which the Emax is 70.37% of confluency, the EC50 is 86.14 nM and the IC50 could
not be determined. B: Dose-response curve of prexasertib, in which the Emax is 56.33% of confluency, the EC50 is 8.46 nM
and the IC50 could not be determined. C: Dose-response curve of MK-1775, in which the Emax is 17.80% of confluency, the
EC50 is 1049.47 nM and the IC50 is 1776.71 nM.

A
MK-1775 prexasertib

1.4 nM

2.1nM

3.2nM Synergism
55.8 nM + { 4.7 nM I 1

7.1 nM

10.7 nM

16.0 nM

B 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

MK-1775 BAY1895344 Time (h)
1.

0.2 nM
0.5 nM Antagonism
1.6 nM
55.8 nM+< 5.1 nM
16.3 nM
52.1 nM

166.8 nM
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Time (h)

Fig 4. Bl score heatmap of effect combination overtime, the blue gradient indicates synergism and the red
gradient indicates the antagonism. A: Effect combination heatmap overtime of MK-1775 (55.8 nM) with a concentration
range of prexasertib (1 x 7 matrix). B: Effect combination heatmap overtime of MK-1775 (55.8 nM) combined with a
concentration range of BAY1895344 (1 x 7 matrix).

Each drug alone was assessed by the dose-response curve and their corresponding statistical metrics (Fig . At 72h,
the tested dose-range of MK-1775 allowed to determine the IC50 (1276.21 nM), as opposed to other drugs. Accordingly,
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Fig 5. Bl score heatmap of dose-effect combination overtime, in which the blue gradient indicates synergism
and the red gradient indicates the antagonism. A: Dose-effect combination heatmap over time of a combination
range of MK-1775 with a range of prexasertib (7 x 7 matrix). B: Dose-effect combination heatmap over time of a
combination range of MK-1775 with range of BAY1895344 (7 x 7 matrix).

the Emax of both BAY1895334 and prexasertib, was above 50% of confluency, confirming that the 1C50 was not achieved
by the tested dose-range. Prexasertib and MK-1775 showed the lowest and highest EC50, respectively. Thus, prexasertib
revealed to be the most potent drug, followed by BAY1895344 and MK-1775.

The drug combination setup encompassed a single effect of MK-1775 (55.7 nM) with a dose range of BAY1895344
or prexasertib (Fig , later referred as effect combinations, and a dose-response combination matrix of MK-1775 with
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BAY1895344 or prexasertib, referred as dose-effect combinations (Fig. The effect combination is a similar experimental
set-up as a genetic-chemical combination, which was analysed by HTSplotter in an analogous way.

HTSplotter revealed that prexasertib, for both combination setups, showed stronger synergism than BAY1895344
over time. Both heatmaps and XY plots illustrate nicely that the synergistic effects emerged at 20h of treatment for all
combinations. Moreover, for some synergistic combinations, the Bl score increased over time, indicating an increasing
synergistic effect in this cell line, unlike the other synergistic combinations, where the increase of Bl score was less
pronounced. Assessing in detail the highest Bl score of each dose-effect combination (Fig @ BAY1895344 alone had a
higher and increasing inhibitory effect when compared to MK-1775 and prexasertib, which both had almost no impact on
the growth inhibition over time. Consequently, the predicted combination effect of MK-1775 with BAY1895344 increased
over time, while the MK-1775 with prexasertib had a small and constant inhibition effect.
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Fig 6. XY- plot of the best dose-effect combination of MK-1775 with BAY1895344 (A) or MK-1775 with
Prexasertib (B). The dash line indicates the predicted combination effect, computed according to the Bl
method Eq . A: Relative confluence inhibition over time of BAY1895344 at 166.8 nM combined with MK-1775 at
137.2 nM. The Bl score at 24h, 48h and 72h is 0.28, 0.39 and 0.42, respectively. B: Relative confluence inhibition plot
overtime of prexasertib at 4.7 nM combined with MK-1775 at 137.2 nM. The Bl score at 24h, 48h and 72h is 0.25, 0.47
and 0.56, respectively.

Comparison to related software

Over the years, several tools were developed for the analysis of different types of HTS, such as drug combination and
genetic-chemical perturbagen screens. Some of those, such as RNAither, IncucyteDRC and DRC, require programming
knowledge [14] [27} [28]. Also, more user friendly tools were developed (Table [1) [13, [15, [21} 22, [29, [30].

The available web tools and software are designed for specific experiment types, mostly endpoint assays. Often, one
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Table 1. Open source software for HTS data analysis and their characteristics.

BREEZE | GRCalculator | Combenefit | SynergyFinder 2.0 | CellHTS 2 | HTSplotter
Web tool v v x* v v v
Endpoint assay v v v v v v
Real-time assay X v X X X v
Drug screen v v X X X v
Drug combination? X X v v X v
Genetic perturbagen X X X X v v
Genetic-chemical perturbagen X X X X X v
Replicates X v v v X v
Dose-response matrix v v v X X v
Plate quality v X v X v X
> 1 cell line/file v v X X X v

* Available as a standalone application for Windows.

# The Combenefit only allows pairwise drug combination, while SynergyFinder and HTSplotter allow multiple drug
combination.

has to organize, structure and clean the data specifically to the tool. Depending on the selected tool, the user might
have to normalize the data. Once the tool has been chosen, this procedure has to be repeated for each selected time
point. Therefore, if a real-time assay was performed, at least the last step must be repeated as many times as selected
time points. Additionally, in case of drug combination, some tools only provide a heatmap with synergism/antagonism
scores, missing important information regarding the perturbation effect.

To compare HTSplotter on drug combination with the available tools, we resorted to SynergyFinder, a tool widely
used for synergism/antagonism evaluation. SynergyFinder was applied to the dose-effect combination at 72h using the Bl
method. The tailoring of the data to the specific input format of SynergyFinder was performed by HTSplotter. As for
the case of effect combination (1 x 7) (S1 Fig), where one dosage of MK-1775 was combined with seven dosages of
prexasertib or BAY1895344, SynergyFinder was not able to evaluate synergism/antagonism, since two concentrations
of each drug is the minimum requirement for a pairwise combination.The dose-response curve profile matched the one
provided by HTSplotter, however, the statistical metrics of the dose-response relationship of the single agent are not
calculated by SynergyFinder.

SynergyFinder identified the same synergistic dose range as the HT Splotter using the Bl method (Fig , with minor
differences in scores due to different approaches: SynergyFinder computes the averaged over the full dose-response
matrix, while HTSplotter computes synergism between tested concentrations. When multiple time points are assessed,
HTSplotter provides a Bl score heatmap over time, indicating if and when synergism starts and ends,a feature not
provided by SynergyFinder, where if one is interested in another time point, one has to prepare a new input file. Moreover,
HTSplotter allows a detailed comparison between combination effect and each drug effect, over time (XY-plots, @ and
for specific time points (bar plot, Fig[S2 Fig)). In this way, the researcher observes the effect of each drug alone and
predicted and observed effects upon combination, which may aid the optimization of further experiments as well as the
identification of the best concentrations for combination experiments.
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Fig 7. SynergyFinder 2.0 and HTSplotter heatmap at 72h. A: SynergyFinder heatmap of dose-effect combination of
prexasertib with MK-1775, with Bl score of 20.759. B: SynergyFinder heatmap of dose-effect combination of BAY1895344
with MK-1775. C:HTSplotter heatmap of dose-effect combination of prexasertib with MK-1775, maximum BI score of 0.56. D:
HTSplotter heatmap of dose-effect combination of BAY1895344 with MK-1775, maximum Bl score of 0.56. HTSplotter has a
fixed legend scale from -1 to 1.

Conclusion

Several tools have been developed to aid researchers in the data analysis of HTS. However, these lack analytical flexibility
on the processing and downstream analyses for several time points and for genetic-chemical perturbagen screens. Therefore,
we developed HTSplotter to analyse drug, drug combination, genetic perturbagen and genetic-chemical perturbagen
screens, both in endpoint and in real-time assays. In this paper, we demonstrated that HTSplotter is able to perform a
tailored end-to-end analysis, including processing, dose-response and synergism/antagonism analyses, as well as high
quality visualisations, requiring minimum user intervention. Moreover, it provides a unique, detailed visualisation of the
drug combination effect over time, going beyond the state-of-the-art, for a better biological interpretation. Furthermore, in
contrast to other tools, HTSplotter analyses a varying number of concentrations in pairwise and multi-drug combinations.
Due to this flexibility, HTSplotter is also fit for genetic-chemical combination screens, such as siRNA/drug or CRISPR /drug
experiments. Hence, HTSplotter is a major contribution to biomedical research with efficient and effective data analysis
for high-throughput screening.

Availability and Future Directions

HTSplotter is freely available as a web-application, https://htsplotter.cmgg.be/, and as a Python module, https:
//github.com/CBIGR/HTSplotter, together with an outlined documentation including step-by-step user instructions
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and examples. Data examples for drugs, drug combination, genetic perturbagen and genetic-chemical perturbagen screens
are provided at the website.

Given the importance of determining synergism/antagonism using different models, future HT Splotter updates will
focus on the integration of the Loewe and ZIP models.

Material and methods

Dose-response curve and drug combination analysis

HTSplotter implemented a four-parameter logistic function, testing the curve fitness usingthe Levenberg-Marquardt
algorithm for nonlinear least squares curve-fitting (SciPy 1.6.0). The curve fitting statistical parameters, such as Chi-square,
residuals and R-squared were calculated. For the calculation of the AUC, the trapezoidal rule was applied (NumPy 1.19.5).
To compute the different 1Cs, HTSplotter determined the four-parameter logistic function coefficients.

HTSplotter applies the Bl method to calculate synergism/antagonism scores for pairwise or multiple combinations.
Before computing the Bl score for each time point, HT Splotter verified for each condition if the cell viability effect was
higher than the control. If so, the effect was corrected to the maximum of the control, to avoid false Bl scores. The
predicted combined effect and the Bl score were calculated following the Eq and [23]. For the comparison study,
SynergyFinder 2.0 was applied following their guidelines [30].

Case study

For the case study, human breast cancer cell line MCF-7 was grown in RPMI medium supplemented with 10% FCS
and 2mM L-Glutamine and 100 IU/mL penicillin/streptomycin. To evaluate synergism and the dose-response relationship,
MCF-7 cells were seeded in a 384-well plate (Corning COS3764), at a density of 3x103 cells per well. Cells were allowed
to adhere overnight, after which these were exposed to the respective treatment.. The drugs used were: AZD2281
(Selleckchem, S1060), MK-1775 (Selleckchem, S1525), prexasertib (MedChem Express, HY-18174A) and BAY 1895344
(Selleckchem, S8666). The treatment was performed by the D300 TECAN. Cell proliferation was monitored for 72h, in
which pictures were taken through IncuCyte S3 Live Cell Imaging System each 2h.Each image was analysed through the
IncuCyte S3 Software. Cell proliferation was monitored by analysing the occupied area (% confluence) over time.

Supporting information

September 6, 2021 12


https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.09.06.459128
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

bioRxiv preprint doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.09.06.459128; this version posted September 6, 2021. The copyright holder for this preprint
(which was not certified by peer review) is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. It is made
available under aCC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 International license.

A B
MK-1775 (nM) prexasertib (nM) 72h
MK-1775 (nM)
1.4
21
3.2
55.8 + 4.7 55.8
7.1
ig.; 1.4 2.1 32 47 7.1 10.7 16.0 I 1 Synergism
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 prexasertib (nM)
Time (h)
C D
MK-1775 (nM) BAY1895344 (nM) NIK:EZ7S T 72h
0.2 l -1Antagonism
0.5 ! :
1.6
55.8 + 5.1 55.8
16.3
52.1 0.2 0.5 1.6 5.1 16.3 52.1 166.8
166.8
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 BAY1895344 (nM)
Time (h)

S1 Fig. Bl score heatmap of effect combination overtime and for 72h. The blue indicates synergism and the red
indicates antagonism. A: Effect combination heatmap overtime of MK-1775 (55.8 nM) with a concentration range of
prexasertib (1 x 7 matrix). B: 2D heatmap for 72h of effect combination, MK-1775 with a concentration range of prexasertib.
C: Effect combination heatmap overtime of MK-1775 (55.8 nM) combined with a concentration range of BAY1895344 (1 X 7
matrix). D: 2D heatmap for 72h of effect combination, MK-1775 with a concentration range of BAY1895344.
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S2 Fig. Bar plot, at 72h, of the best dose-effect combination of MK-1775 with BAY1895344 (A) or MK-1775 with
prexasertib (B). The dash line indicates the predicted combination effect, computed according to the Bl method,
Eq . A: Relative confluence inhibition of BAY1895344 at 166.8 nM combined with MK-1775 at 137.2 nM, with a Bl score
of 0.42. B: Relative confluence inhibition of prexasertib at 4.7 nM combined with MK-1775 at 137.2 nM, with Bl a score of
0.56.
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