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    Abstract
Poster sessions allow conference participants to discuss recent research and are a first public discussion for many early career scientists. Preparing a poster that is both accessible and insightful to the audience is key. Yet often both poster presenter and audiences complain about overloaded and incomprehensible posters, despite many guides and how-to papers being available. Here, I probed the current practices of poster preparation and present the results of an online survey and in-person interviews with poster presenters. This revealed, that the on average scientists spend two days on the preparation of a poster and receive neither training nor feedback on this task. Early feedback, provided during the drafting stage of the poster preparation process, could safe many hours of work, free valuable time for research, and help making research reach a larger audience.
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