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    Abstract
Author statement JD proposed the model, JD and RR wrote the code and performed the analysis, JD wrote the first draft of the manuscript, and all authors contributed substantially to revisions.

Abstract Methods for modeling species, distributions in nature are typically evaluated empirically with respect to data from observations of species occurrence and, occasionally, absence at surveyed locations. Such models are relatively “theory-free”. In contrast, theories for explaining species, distributions draw on concepts like fitness, niche, and environmental suitability. This paper proposes that environmental suitability be defined as the conditional probability of occurrence of a species given the state of the environment at a location. Any quantity that is proportional to this probability is a measure of relative suitability and the support of this probability is the niche. This formulation suggests new methods for presence-background modeling of species distributions that unify statistical methodology with the conceptual framework of niche theory. One method, the plug-and-play approach, is introduced for the first time. Variations on the plug-and-play approach were studied with respect to their numerical performance on 106 species from an exhaustively sampled presence/absence survey of vegetation in the Canton of Vaud, Switzerland. Additionally, we looked at the robustness of these methods to the presence of irrelevant information and sample size. Although irrelevant variables eroded the predictive performance of all methods, these methods were found to be both numerically and statistically robust.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Copyright 
The copyright holder for this preprint is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. It is made available under a CC-BY 4.0 International license.


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    View the discussion thread.


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posted February 16, 2017.  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Email

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about bioRxiv.
NOTE: Your email address is requested solely to identify you as the sender of this article.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Estimating environmental suitability



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from bioRxiv



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the bioRxiv website.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


		  
		  
  
      
  
  
    

      
      Estimating environmental suitability
    

  
      John M. Drake, Robert L. Richards

  
      bioRxiv 109041; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/109041 

  
  
  


  


  
  



	  

	
  
  	
  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  

	
		  
	    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: LinkedIn logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



	  

	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      

      
      Estimating environmental suitability
    

  
      John M. Drake, Robert L. Richards

  
      bioRxiv 109041; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/109041 

  
  
  


  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



  
        Subject Area

    
  
  
    	Ecology




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  

  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Subject Areas  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    All Articles  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Animal Behavior and Cognition (5179)

	Biochemistry (11649)

	Bioengineering (8683)

	Bioinformatics (29027)

	Biophysics (14868)

	Cancer Biology (12003)

	Cell Biology (17275)

	Clinical Trials (138)

	Developmental Biology (9368)

	Ecology (14090)

	Epidemiology (2067)

	Evolutionary Biology (18211)

	Genetics (12188)

	Genomics (16710)

	Immunology (11798)

	Microbiology (27876)

	Molecular Biology (11487)

	Neuroscience (60516)

	Paleontology (449)

	Pathology (1860)

	Pharmacology and Toxicology (3216)

	Physiology (4918)

	Plant Biology (10342)

	Scientific Communication and Education (1678)

	Synthetic Biology (2869)

	Systems Biology (7318)

	Zoology (1635)


  


  
  

  







  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
  
    
  
      







  