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    Abstract
Humans can meaningfully rate their confidence in a perceptual or cognitive decision. It is widely believed that these reports reflect the estimated probability that the decision is correct, but, upon closer look, this belief is a hypothesis rather than an established fact. In a pair of perceptual categorization tasks, we tested whether explicit confidence reports reflect the Bayesian posterior probability of being correct. This Bayesian hypothesis predicts that subjects take sensory uncertainty into account in a specific way in the computation of confidence ratings. We find that confidence reports are probabilistic: subjects take sensory uncertainty into account on a trial-to-trial basis. However, they do not do so in the way predicted by the Bayesian hypothesis. Instead, heuristic probabilistic models provide the best fit to human confidence ratings. This conclusion is robust to changes in the uncertainty manipulation, task, response modality, additional flexibility in the Bayesian model, and model comparison metric. To better understand the origins of the heuristic computation, we trained feedforward neural networks consisting of generic units with error feedback, mapped the output of the trained networks to confidence ratings, and fitted our behavioral models to the resulting synthetic datasets. We find that the synthetic confidence ratings are also best fit by heuristic probabilistic models. This suggests that implementational constraints cause explicit confidence reports to deviate from being Bayesian.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Copyright 
The copyright holder for this preprint is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. It is made available under a CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 International license.


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    View the discussion thread.


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posted December 11, 2016.  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Supplementary Material 
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Email

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about bioRxiv.
NOTE: Your email address is requested solely to identify you as the sender of this article.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 The computations underlying human confidence reports are probabilistic, but not Bayesian



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from bioRxiv



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the bioRxiv website.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


		  
		  
  
      
  
  
    

      
      The computations underlying human confidence reports are probabilistic, but not Bayesian
    

  
      William T. Adler, Wei Ji Ma

  
      bioRxiv 093203; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/093203 

  
  
  


  


  
  



	  

	
  
  	
  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  

	
		  
	    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: LinkedIn logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



	  

	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      

      
      The computations underlying human confidence reports are probabilistic, but not Bayesian
    

  
      William T. Adler, Wei Ji Ma

  
      bioRxiv 093203; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/093203 

  
  
  


  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



  
        Subject Area

    
  
  
    	Neuroscience




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  

  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Subject Areas  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    All Articles  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Animal Behavior and Cognition (5176)

	Biochemistry (11640)

	Bioengineering (8679)

	Bioinformatics (29014)

	Biophysics (14861)

	Cancer Biology (11999)

	Cell Biology (17268)

	Clinical Trials (138)

	Developmental Biology (9365)

	Ecology (14080)

	Epidemiology (2067)

	Evolutionary Biology (18199)

	Genetics (12184)

	Genomics (16703)

	Immunology (11790)

	Microbiology (27858)

	Molecular Biology (11477)

	Neuroscience (60475)

	Paleontology (449)

	Pathology (1860)

	Pharmacology and Toxicology (3212)

	Physiology (4916)

	Plant Biology (10342)

	Scientific Communication and Education (1678)

	Synthetic Biology (2867)

	Systems Biology (7315)

	Zoology (1634)


  


  
  

  







  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
  
    
  
      







  