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    Abstract
Interspecific hybridization is recognized as a widespread phenomenon but measuring its extent, directionality, and adaptive importance in the evolution of species remain challenging. Polar bears possess unique adaptations to life on the Arctic sea ice, whereas their closest relatives -brown bears - are boreal and subarctic generalists. Despite largely non-overlapping modern distributions, genomic evidence demonstrates ancient admixture between these species. Here, we analyze new genomes from contemporary zones of species overlap as well as a previously sequenced 120,000-year old polar bear subfossil. We use explicit statistical fitting of data to admixture graphs to provide a framework for testing alternative scenarios of population relationships and gene flow directionality. Our analyses favor a single, parsimonious introgression event from relatives of extant Southeast Alaskan coastal brown bears into the ancestor of extant polar bears, which inverts the current paradigm of unidirectional gene flow from polar into brown bear. This conclusion has clear implications for our understanding of the impact of climate change: a specialist Arctic lineage may have been the recipient of generalist, boreal genetic variants at crucial times during critical phases of Northern Hemisphere glacial oscillations.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Copyright 
The copyright holder for this preprint is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. It is made available under a CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 International license.


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    View the discussion thread.


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posted April 06, 2016.  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Supplementary Material 
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Email

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about bioRxiv.
NOTE: Your email address is requested solely to identify you as the sender of this article.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Genome-wide evidence for a hybrid origin of modern polar bears



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from bioRxiv



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the bioRxiv website.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


		  
		  
  
      
  
  
    

      
      Genome-wide evidence for a hybrid origin of modern polar bears
    

  
      Tianying Lan, Jade Cheng, Aakrosh Ratan, Webb Miller, Stephan C Schuster, Sean Farley, Richard T Shideler, Thomas Mailund, Charlotte Lindqvist

  
      bioRxiv 047498; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/047498 

  
  
  


  


  
  



	  

	
  
  	
  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  

	
		  
	    
  
      
  
  
        
  


  
  



	  

	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      

      
      Genome-wide evidence for a hybrid origin of modern polar bears
    

  
      Tianying Lan, Jade Cheng, Aakrosh Ratan, Webb Miller, Stephan C Schuster, Sean Farley, Richard T Shideler, Thomas Mailund, Charlotte Lindqvist

  
      bioRxiv 047498; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/047498 

  
  
  


  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



  
        Subject Area

    
  
  
    	Evolutionary Biology




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  

  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Subject Areas  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    All Articles  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Animal Behavior and Cognition (5127)

	Biochemistry (11504)

	Bioengineering (8581)

	Bioinformatics (28742)

	Biophysics (14745)

	Cancer Biology (11864)

	Cell Biology (17076)

	Clinical Trials (138)

	Developmental Biology (9278)

	Ecology (13975)

	Epidemiology (2067)

	Evolutionary Biology (18078)

	Genetics (12114)

	Genomics (16566)

	Immunology (11660)

	Microbiology (27563)

	Molecular Biology (11336)

	Neuroscience (59874)

	Paleontology (447)

	Pathology (1841)

	Pharmacology and Toxicology (3169)

	Physiology (4858)

	Plant Biology (10227)

	Scientific Communication and Education (1666)

	Synthetic Biology (2829)

	Systems Biology (7272)

	Zoology (1607)


  


  
  

  







  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
  
    
  
      







  